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R.C. SRIVASTAVA*: Aspidopterys Jainii Srivastava,
sp. nov. (Malpighiaceae) from India

R.C. 2y sxx*: 4 v Figgtsb Aspidopterys
(Fviro/48h o—HE

During the course of studies on the family Malpighiaceae under ‘Flora of
India project’, the author came across some specimens which were found to
belong to an undescribed new species. A scrutiny of the types (specimens/
photographs) and the relevant literature revealed that these are quite distinct
from all the species described under the genus so far. Hence, it is described
below as a new species.

Aspidopterys Jainii Srivastava, sp. nov. (Fig. 1)

Species nostra a A. oxyphylla (Wall.) Juss. differt foliis glabris lanceolatis,
paniculis qua foliis brevioribus et samaris ovato-ellipticis.

Frutex scandens. Caules lignei, rami et ramuli glabri vel glabrati. Folia
lanceolata, 7-17x1-5cm, utrinque glabra; nervi laterales 4-5 binati; basi
obtusa; apice acuminata; petioli ca 2cm longi, glabri. Inflorescentiae pani-
culatae, axillares vel terminales; rami oppositi vel verticillati; paniculae quam
folia breviora, pubescentes ubi juvenes, glabrae vel glabratae ubi maturitates;
bracteae foliaceae; bracteolae, ca 1.5mm longae, acutae; pedicelli in fructiferis
articulati, supra media glabri vel glabrati. Samarae ovato-ellipticae, 2.0-3.5x
1.3-2.2 cm, apice angustatae, membranaceae, glabrae, brunneae, ecristatae.

INDIA, Meghalaya, Khasi Hills, Mahadeo, 3000 ft., U. N. Kanjilal 4622 (Holo-
typus in ASSAM; Isotypus in DD).

This species differs from the allied species A. oxyphylla (Wall.) Juss. in
its glabrous, typically lanceolate leaves; in panicles being less branched and
shorter than leaves and ovate elliptic samaras. The specific epithet of this
species is given in honour to Dr. S.K. Jain’s contributions in the field of
taxonomy.

The author is thankful to Dr. N.P. Balakrishnan, Deputy Director for kindly
going through the manuscript and for providing latin diagnosis and to Dr. D. M.

* Botanical Survey of India, Central Circle, Allahabad 211 002, India.
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Fiz. 1. Aspidopterys Jainii Srivastava. A. Habit. B. Samara.
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Verma, Regional Botanist, for encouragements and valuable suggestions.
* * * *
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